LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
'human or subhuman being would produce similar distress
in his nervous system.
How could a man of such tender heart bear the sight
•or even the report of the bleeding wounds and the agonies
of death of so many monkeys? Sometimes he cried like
.a tortured child and sometimes his eyes burnt with fury.
He appeared to be unable to preserve his habitual calmness.
Every monkey of India seemed to be appealing to him
for protection from the cruel hands of the selfish tyrants.
He obtained inspiration from within to offer resistance with
.all his might and immediately made up his mind.
To men of religion like him all life is sacred. But
:spedal sanctity is attached to the lives of monkeys by the
Hindu traditions. Next to human life, the lives of cows
and monkeys are regarded as specially sacred by all classes
,,of Hindus. They may tolerate the killing of other species
of animals ; but no man with true Hindu blood in him
..can lend even passive support to the open killing of cows
.and monkeys. For millenniums the Hindus have been
.cherishing the belief that principally with the help of the
monkey-tribes Ramchandra, the Divine Prince of Ajodhya,
vanquished the greatest imperialistic Rakshasa power of
Lanka and carried the triumphant banner of Aryan culture
to the farthest southern limit of the Indian continent. All
monkeys are regarded as descendants or kinsfolk of those
brave and loyal followers of Lord Ramchandra, and the
.sight of a monkey reminds a Hindu of that glorious
Incarnation of the Divine Spirit and the Soul of Aryan
•culture.
Hanuman, the chief of the monkey-devotees of Rama,
was deified and is still an object of worship to the Hindus.
He has been and will eternally be revered as an ideal
.Bhakta,—as a true embodiment of devotion,—as a devotee
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